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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
November 21, 2015

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Stand For What We Stand For” Part 8

"Revelation 13"
1. Before we begin, let us pray …

2. We have been studying the book of Revelation and there are two very important Biblical keys we must understand. The only way to make sense out of this incredible book is to understand that Revelation rests upon the foundation of the Old Testament.  That is Biblical key #1
3. Biblical Key #2 is that Jesus Christ is the foundation and focus of apocalyptic prophecy. When many people look at the book of Revelation, they’re looking at beasts, dragons, and incredible imagery, and symbols. We see that it reads in

4. Revelation 1:1 "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, (Who is it a revelation of? Jesus Christ)  which God gave unto him (Who gave it to Jesus? God the Father), to shew unto his servants (are you one of His servants?) things which must shortly  come to pass;.” The Bible “testifies” or witnesses to us about Jesus Christ and  it is impossible to truly study this book without lifting up the Person of the Book, Jesus Christ. 

5. That’s the purpose and object of prophecy.  It’s to bring us into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. So, is the book of Revelation primarily about beasts and dragons, yes, or no?  According to the first line of the book, who is the book primarily about? 

6. Jesus Christ! So when we go through this book, who are we looking for?  We’re looking for Jesus! 

7. Today we are continuing our study of the two great prophetic books of REVELATION 12 & 13. 

8. Last week, we studied Revelation 12, a key chapter in the entire book because it shows the emergence and struggles of His church along with the overall Great Controversy between Christ and Satan and the ongoing battle the devil.
9. This week we will be studying Revelation 13 in which we will find 2 beasts which the devil is working through, to try to usurp and dethrone Christ; to take away His authority on the earth. The first beast we call the Anti-Christ Beast. 

10. The second beast of Revelation 13 is called the False Prophet or the “Land Beast”.  The devil works through both of these beasts in trying to usurp the position of Christ. 

11. We begin with verse 1 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, 
12. and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.” 
13. We need to review our prophetic symbols. What does the sea represent? 

14. Proof text: Rev. 17:15 “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 

15. A beast in prophecy represents what?  Kings, kingdoms. 

16. Proof texts: Daniel 7:17, 23 “These great beasts, which are four, [are] four kings, [which] shall arise out of the earth.” “The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth…”
17. We will discuss the two fold meaning of the seven heads later, but the ten horns represent the ten toes of Daniel 2 and the ten horns on the fourth beast of Daniel 7, which represent the ten kingdoms of Western Europe that arose with the fall of the fourth beast, pagan Roman Empire. 

18. Completing verse 1, “…and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.” The crowns on the horns denote the kings or heads of state of these kingdoms and would be civil powers. Then, “… and upon his heads the name of blasphemy;” which introduces a religious element.

19. It rose up from among the ten nations as did the little horn of Daniel 7:8. Let’s go on, 
20. This composite beast of Revelation 13 and its leopard-like characteristics are similar to the characteristics of the little horn of Daniel 7.  1. It came up among them (the nations of western Europe); 2 After 476 A.D. (Papacy came into full power in 538 A.D.); 3. It is a little kingdom – (Only 108 acres, smallest country in the world).

21. Revelation 13:2   “And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” 
22. In Daniel chapter 7, Daniel was looking forward and saw a lion, a bear, a leopard and a non-descript beast. 

23. In Revelation 13:2 John is living in the time of the fourth beast, but was looking backward and saw a leopard with feet of a bear and a mouth of a lion. He saw a composite beast with characteristics of all four previous empires which were Pagan empires; a religion, opposed to the worship of the true God.

24. Definition of Paganism - n. The state of being pagan; pagan characteristics; esp., the worship of idols or false gods, or the system of religious opinions and worship maintained by pagans; heathenism.

25. We will see that this leopard like beast is the same religious power as the little horn power in Daniel 7. 

26. Continuing in verse 2 we learn that the dragon, the Pagan Roman Empire which got its power, seat and authority from Satan, now gives its power, seat and great authority to this first beast of Revelation 13, namely, the Papacy.

27. It was the Pagan Roman Emperor Constantine who turned the seat of the authority in Rome, over to the Bishops at Rome (the Papacy), and

28. moved the seat of his empire to the ancient Greek colony of Byzantium and transformed it into a new imperial residence, later called Constantinople. Today: Istanbul, Turkey
29. So now the Papacy had its permanent headquarters. We must realize, that Rome, both in its Pagan form and Papal form, fiercely persecuted God’s people.

30. Reading on, Revelation 13:3, “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; 
31. The Pope at the time of the deadly wound was Pius VI, an Italian named G. Angelo Braschi. and was reigning pope, when

32. Napoleon, like most of Europe, had had enough with the authority of Rome, and chose to do something about it.

33. In 1798 he sent his General Berthier into Rome, to take the Pope prisoner and end Papal rule.

34. In the process, he abolished the Papal government; … so they thought.

35. But Revelation 13:3 continues with these words, “…and his deadly wound was healed: ...” On Tuesday, February 12, 1929 a concordat, or agreement, called the Lateran Treaty was signed, giving rule of Vatican City, about 108 acres within the city of Rome, to the papacy. 

36. In the upper left photo you see Benito Mussolini signing the Lateran Pact of 1929 on behalf of King Victor Emmanuel III. In the photo to the right you see Cardinal Gasparri signing the Lateran Concordat on behalf of Pope Pius XI as Mussolini looks on. In the bottom photo is a copy of their actual signatures and seals, and a photo of the pen that was used. 

37. Notice this article’s title of the event, in the February 12, 1929 San Francisco Chronicle, “Heal Wound of Many Years.” It’s as if the newspaper were quoting Revelation 13:3  “…and his deadly wound was healed: ...”  Keep in mind, we are still in the healing period.

38. Reading on, Revelation 13:3, “…and all the world wondered after the beast.”  This is future and will be fulfilled when the National Sunday Law becomes universal. The world has noticed the ascendancy of the Papacy and has admired its past and current leader. But all the world will wonder after the beast when his mark is enforced. 
39. Revelation 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
40. Revelation 13:5 “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” A notable characteristic is that the man at the head has a mouth speaking blasphemies against God. 
41. And in Revelation 13:6. “…And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.”
42. In Revelation 13:5 we learn how long it will be in power “…continue forty [and] two months.” 42 prophetic months = 42 x 30 = 1,260 prophetic days = 1,260 literal years.

43. 42 prophetic months = 42 x 30 = 1,260 prophetic days. Therefore 42 prophetic months = 1,260 literal years.

44. 4 More characteristics are gleaned from these verses. 4. A man is at its head; 5. It is different – because it is Religious in nature. 6. It speaks blasphemy and 7. It rules for 42 months – 1,260 years.
45. Revelation 13:7 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 
46. An 8th characteristic is that this leopard-like beast the Papacy Persecutes God’s saints.
47. Revelation 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” Nearly all the world will receive the mark of the beast and worship the Papacy thinking they are worshipping Christ.

48. A 9th characteristic is that the Papacy will have the worship of almost the whole world.
49. Revelation 13:9   “If any man have an ear, let him hear.” God does not want anyone to miss the identification.
50. The first beast of Revelation 13 is the Papacy. 
51. In our study of the first beast-power of Revelation 13, we discovered from 9 clear identifying marks that it is the papal power; the Roman Church-State.  It is also clear from our studies that this power is one and the same power as the little horn of Daniel 7. 

52. So Revelation 13:10 states “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” In 1798 the first beast goes into captivity.  But there is a second beast in Revelation 13.
53. Now around the same time that the Bible describes the Papal power going into captivity, the Bible then says, Revelation 13:11, "And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth;…" So as one beast is going down, another is coming up onto the scene of history.

54. “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.” So this second power comes up sometime around 1798 out of the what?  The earth.  The second beast comes up out of the earth.  Where did the first beast come up out of?  The sea. 
55. "And he had two horns" (like a what?) "a lamb," 
56. Now in order to answer the question as to who this second beast is, we’ve basically got to ask three questions.

57. 1. Where does this power arise? 2. When does this power arise? 3. How does this power arise?

58. Question 1. Where does this power arise?  In Daniel 7, the lion, the bear, and the leopard, all came rising up out of the sea!  And so does the first beast of Rev. 13! According to Revelation 17:15 "And... the waters which thou sawest ... are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." 

59. In other words, a very populated area of the earth. We might call a large crowd a “sea” of people.  So when you see the beast coming up out of the sea, it is a kingdom, a political power or a religious power coming up out of the great sea of humanity. All the previous beasts came up out of the sea.

60. But what about this second beast?  "I beheld another beast. ..."   He comes up out of the earth. 
61. If the sea or waters represent a densely populated area, what do you think the earth, the opposite of the sea, would represent?  A sparsely or unpopulated land mass. 

62. This beast comes up out of not the sea, the peopled area, but the earth, the sparsely populated area.  So here is a power that rises around 1798 in a sparsely populated area of the world.  It cannot possibly arise in Europe. 

63. Last week in Revelation 12 we had a picture of the great battle the Christian Church had undergone.  In verse 14 “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place.” Verse 14 is speaking about God’s true and pure church.  

64. where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.”  The church had to go underground, hiding in the mountains of Europe. The Waldenses, Albigenses, and the Hugenots, which the Bible says, she fled away as if on Eagle’s wings and God nourished the church there. 

65.  But the devil kept on coming. Verse 15 “And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.” The floods of water represent the enemies of God's people.  

66. Isaiah 59:19 “ . . . When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” Christian history tells us that the devil cast the flood waters of persecution out of his mouth by sending wave upon wave of whole armies at times upon the followers of Christ. But God had a rescue plan!
67. Verse 16 “And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.” The Bible tells us that God opened up the EARTH. An unpopulated area was able to receive the populated masses that represented God’s persecuted church.

68. “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.” When was the Papacy led into captivity?  1798.  And so what John saw was a power coming up right around the same time. So here is a young nation growing up around 1798 in an unpopulated area.

69. The beasts of Daniel 7 were all beasts of prey.  Even the first beast of Revelation 13.  Each conquered and were conquered in turn.  Beasts of prey were used to denote that battling and conquering were taking place.  These powers were waging war for the territory of the Old World—Europe and the area around the Mediterranean.

70. We know that the 2nd beast had “lamb like” horns. The word “lamb” occurs 27 times in the book of Revelation, 26 times referring to Jesus.  We can assume that “lamb like” horns means it had Christ-like characteristics. This power quietly “grew” into a nation rather than conquering some other advanced civilization.

71. The first beast had ten horns, or the ten divisions of Europe, and on the horns there are crowns representing kingly authority.  

72. The second beast has two horns.  What's missing on his horns that the first Beast had? Crowns. The horns are symbols of power, but there are no crowns, therefore this is no kingly power. 
73. So the notable absence of crowns in this case clearly indicates a government vesting its power in the hands of the people—not in any ruling king or monarchy. 

74. “Lamb-like” horns.  Are lambs driven or are they led?  They’re led aren’t they?  We have a country here that is being led by the people, rather than driving the people with authoritarian power. The two horns signify political and religious freedom. (Republicanism and Protestantism)
75. So, using our four main identifying points,  we have to examine its characteristics: 

76. 1)  It would be a nation rising around 1798, when the papacy was going into captivity.  
77. 2)  It would arise in a sparsely populated area of the earth, compared to Europe.  It would be a new location. 

78. 3)  It would be a young nation and grow up quietly, into a powerful nation rather than simply conquer an existing powerful ruling kingdom, and would espouse Christ-like principles.

79. 4)   It had no king, represented to us in the fact that there were no crowns upon the horns.  No kingly authority.
80. 5)   It would rise to a position of worldwide power and influence.
81. What country arose around the year 1798, in what was considered a new area of the world, with a relatively sparse population, without a king? One nation and one nation only meets the specifications of the prophecy.

82. This new power coming up in a new society, is how the Bible clearly describes the rise of the United States in prophecy. It was the only nation that was rising to world prominence in an unpopulated area, without kingly authority in the year 1798. When the United States came into existence it was called the New World! 

83. Historians have long written about how the United States quietly and silently rose to power.

84. and adding to that power daily.

85. It was this "flood" or religious persecution in Europe, from which the forefathers of America found refuge well over two hundred years ago. The Protestants after enduring relentless persecution, finding no safety in the word of kings, began to look to the shores of America

86. When the early puritans left Europe on the Mayflower and charted the Atlantic  to the East coast of America, they came largely because of the religious totalitarian oppression of the past. They wanted to be free from the chains of persecution and from the fires of tyranny. 

87. They saw the abuses of the church-state system in Europe, and they wanted a country that had no king, and no church-state.  They wanted a country that would be functioning on the principles of a republic, and a church without a pope. “A nation of the people, by the people, for the people.” 

88. The discovery of the new "earth" or America, swallowed up the floods of religious persecution in Europe, establishing this great nation which guaranteed freedom of worship for all and a "place" for the "woman" or God's people. 

89. The woman is pictured as fleeing with two "wings of a great eagle."  And the "great eagle" has also become the symbol of the United States. Yes, the United States historically, geographically, politically, and religiously  fits into the prophecy of Revelation 13. 

90. God providentially moved upon those men to move away from Europe, the persecuting power, to a continent that was based upon the principal of freedom of choice. 

91. “Land of the free and the home of the brave.” America was built on the principle of individuals worshipping in harmony with the dictates of their conscience, and tolerance for people of different religious views. 

92. In 1789 George Washington said, "Every man conducting himself as a good citizen and being accountable to God alone for his religious opinions ought to be protected in worshipping the deity according to the dictates of his own conscience."  In this country, a man has the right to be wrong; just don’t infringe on the rights of others.

93. Benjamin Franklin said this, "When religion is good, it will take care of itself.  When it's not able to take care of itself, and God does not see fit to take care of it so that it has to appeal to the civil power for support, it's evidence in my mind that the cause is a bad one." 

94.  Ulysses S. Grant said this, "Leave the matter of religious teaching to the family altar, the church and the private school supported entirely by private contributions.  Keep the church and state forever separate.“ These early Americans had seen that when the churches and the states united in Europe, persecution followed for those that didn't go along with that system. 

95. Does the Bible teach that one day these freedoms of ours will be eroded?  Does the Bible teach that one day in America church and state will be seen together?

96. Rev. 13:11  “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.”    The Bible says that the nation would start out like a lamb but he would speak as a dragon. How does a nation speak? 
97. A nation speaks by the laws that it legislates.   The Bible is here attributing man-like characteristics to a nation.  If a nation is going to speak, it will speak through its laws and legislation. 

98. Here we're seeing an instant replay, the new world reverting back to the "Old World", in trampling on the rights of people's consciences. 

99. Many of the founding fathers had the love of God in their hearts.  But they didn’t want to legislate their religion.  They wanted their church and religion to receive its power not from the state but from the Holy Spirit. 

100. The Bible describes what will happen next. Revelation 13:12, "And he (that is the United States) exerciseth all the power of the first beast (that is Papal Rome) before him, and causeth (that is to enforce the law ) the earth
101. and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed." 

102. Protestant America would stretch its hands across the ocean and join hands with the Papacy.  Protestants in America and old Catholic Europe will join forces in a coalition. Notice it is the 2nd beast that does the work in causing people to worship the 1st beast.  

103.  Out of Rome, the papacy will rise to incredible prominence, and that America would be one of the key allies as part of that coalition. 

104. The Bible teaches that the New World will revert back to the style of the Old World, in terms of lack of freedom. There was a temporary halt to this severe kind of persecution after the 1260 year period, but Revelation is clear that it will resume again.

105.  The Bible said this power started out like a lamb but would ultimately speak as a dragon and that church and state in America would unite. Question: Has the United States of America been forging stronger ties with the Vatican?  Has there been a growing cooperation with the Vatican? 

106. Today, the Presidents fly to Rome to confer with the Papacy over delicate items. It is the only religion in the world that we have an ambassador to, “The Holy See.”  Who is the Holy See?  The leaders of the Vatican City. 

107. And look what this U.S. Ambassador to the Vatican said, “I believe that the United States, as the world’s only superpower, and the Holy See, as the only worldwide political sovereignty, have significant roles to play in the future. Their actions will impact the lives of people in all parts of the globe.”
108. Does the U.S. have an ambassador to the Baptist Church, the Pentecostal Church, the Adventist Church?  Of course not, but we have one to the “The Holy See”.  Why?  Because it's not just a church; it's one of the most influential political systems in the world as well.

109. The Papacy has America just about where she wants it to be.
110. Back to Revelation 13:12, "And he (that is the United States) exerciseth all the power of the first beast (that is Papal Rome) before him, and causeth (that is to enforce the law ) the earth
111. and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed."  You ask the average person what is going on here and they haven’t a clue. 

112. Brethren, the central, pivotal issue in the last days will be regarding WORSHIP!!! 
113. Revelation 13:15 says, "And he had power to give life unto the image  of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and 
114. cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed." Who's doing the speaking?  The United States of America, the sole remaining super-power and the most influential spokesman in the world. What is the US going to say?  Listen carefully to verse 14:

115. "And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he 
116. had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, (The United States of America is going to begin to speak to Europe, Africa, the Philippines, South America, Israel, everywhere!), that 
117. they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.“ 
118. What is the “Image to the beast?”  We need to define image, but first let us remember the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and the interpretation given to Daniel.

119. The king had a dream which was predicting the future of the world. Babylon was one of 4 ruling empires and it was the head of gold. Not liking the interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar had an image built that was solid gold and made a decree that those who would not bow down and worship the image would be killed.

120. An image is a likeness.  So in or day there would be a likeness to the Papacy set up and established right here in America.  This is symbolic language.  The beast is not a literal beast, nor is the image a literal image.  This is another power in America that will bring this about.  

121. It says, “which he had power to do in the sight of the beast.”  It’s not the beast power that’s going to do all the work.  It’s another power that enforces laws in the presence of the beast; the United States.  In order to create an image to the beast, the United States must begin to look like, or to image the first beast. 

122. The first beast, the Papacy, enforced religious law, and enforced no separation between church and state. This means that the wall separating church and state in America will be dismantled by well meaning leaders who go to the legislators in this country and pressure them by saying,
123. "We need God back in our country and we need to legislate religious law.” When church leaders ask the state to force people to worship a certain way, you know things have gone terribly wrong. Jesus and the early disciples didn’t try to force. It is the devil who forces. 

124. Did you notice the similarity of the headquarters of the beast and its image. See the dome and the pagan obelisk.

125. In Washington, DC, see the dome and the pagan obelisk. The image is strangely close in comparison.

126. Our Creator is not a God of force and He doesn't force any one to love Him. He's given all of us the choice to love or not to love Him. 

127. He says in Revelation 22:17, “And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 
128. The Bible says in Joshua 24:15 that we are to choose whom we will serve. Jesus forced no one to follow Him. True religion finds its power of persuasion in the love of God—not force.  God's true sheep hear His voice and follow Him. 

129. We know the Roman Catholic Church changed God’s Sabbath and she boastfully admits it and calls the change a mark of her ecclesiastical power. To know what the image of the Beast will be like, we need to recall what the Beast was like during the heyday of its power; a powerful union of church and state. 
130. And God says History will repeat itself!  Just as in the days of Constantine when the pagan Roman emperor united with the church and persecution followed, so in the last days there'll be a form of union of church and state, and persecution will follow to pressure people to take the Mark of the Beast.    

131. The Papacy has attempted to usurp God’s authority in matters of law and have declared that the making of Sunday is the self-proclaimed sign or mark of their authority in religious matters.
132. The mark of the beast is not given until the time of legislation and then laws that directly oppose the true Sabbath will be enforced in the United States. It is eventually spread throughout the world and the forced observance will be a vehicle to unite people in a time of crisis—all under the direction of the Pope of Rome . 

133. Sunday keeping has nothing to do with Christ and everything to do with paganism, which gave it to Papalism and in turn gave it to Protestantism. In the final days, when it will be forced through legislation, it will be the equivalent of the United States “causing” people to worship the beast. 
134. Remember, the decision to keep the Sabbath is more than just a day, or twenty-four hour period, but a sign of our allegiance to God! The whole final issue will be over who we will worship. 

135. Revelation 13:16 “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads.” What does it mean that the mark would be in the right hand or the forehead?  
136. “In the forehead”, is not some stamp branded on your forehead.  This is symbolic language.  

137. Those who actually believe that God’s law can be changed and insist on believing that Sunday is the day they want to honor, rejecting the evidence and authority of God for that of man, receive the mark in the forehead.

138. Those who have no religious concerns and simply go along with the system because of economic and social pressure, receive the mark in the hand. 

139. The devil doesn’t care whether he can get you to believe a lie or not, as long as he can force you to do it anyway!  He gets some by deception, the rest by force. The times will be very difficult, but regardless of the circumstance or the consequences, remember the three Hebrew worthies.

140. Look at this quote from the late Jerry Falwell, “All Americans would do well to petition the President and the congress to make a federal law, and amendment to the Constitution if need be, to establish the Sabbath as a National Day of Rest.” And of course we know he was talking about the counterfeit sabbath.


141. And this quote from Pat Robertson, “It’s not the duty of any particular group of people, it’s not the duty of the church, but it’s the duty of the government of its people to thus proclaim a day as Sabbath to be universally observed throughout the length and breadth of our land, 

142. Sunday as the Lord’s day. If we as a nation would escape the doldrums of increased trouble as God’s hand rests heavily upon His people, opposition to Sunday nationally declared must cease.”

143. Powerful arguments like, “Sunday is the obvious choice of the majority and therefore is best for all of society. America is morally bankrupt, violence, crime and poverty is everywhere, drugs flow through the streets of America, abortions and illegitimate births, wars and natural disasters have increased.” 

144. They will say we have to get this nation back into the good graces of God.  If we just all meet on the same day, and worship then, maybe God will come and heal our land.

145. And this from former Roman Catholic Chief Justice of the Supreme Court William Rehnquist, “The wall of separation between church and state is a metaphor based on bad history.

146. We live in the time when this great nation shall speak as a dragon.

147. How does a nation speak? 

148. Through its laws passed by its legislative bodies.    Let us review Revelation 13:13-15.

149. Rev. 13:13  “And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,”
150. "And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast;” The Bible warns us that Satan will come as an angel of light and deceive the world through miracles, signs, healings and supernatural manifestations of what appears to be the Holy Spirit.  It will be believed because it will come through spiritual leaders. 
151. saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live."
152. Revelation 13:15   And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
153. and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 
154. This idea of a forced and apparent unity is ecumenical and is all part of Satan's mind-setting to get men and women to accept the Antichrist; to accept the Mark of the Beast

155. It's all part of a grand delusion to get people united under the one big canopy of error in order; to get this nation to repudiate the principles of religious liberty, and get amendments passed that will trample on the rights of the minority who cannot conscientiously go along with the majority. 

156. Exodus 23:2 “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil.” There is a growing power-block of Evangelical Christians who are getting together to shape religious legislation. Issues against abortion, pornography, family violence are good and we can agree with these issues, as they are standing up for true moral principles.  But Bible prophecy says that eventually this movement will make a big mistake.  It will use force and it will enforce the wrong thing. 

157. The great danger to liberty comes when well-meaning men without understanding say, "We're against anyone keeping any other day than Sunday, The Lord's Day." Their goal is to put Christians in legislative positions, and pressure congress to pass religious law. But no amount of legislation is going to make people righteous. God is holding back the winds of strife waiting for His people to be ready.

158. What is it that prevents God’s end-time people from deception?

159. The answer is in Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, [it is] because [there is] no light in them.”
160. God’s prophet wrote, “By the decree of enforcing the institution of the Papacy in violation of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the

161. hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands  with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and

162. Republican government, and shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan, and that the end is near.” T5, p. 451.  We are just about there!!!! 
163. There is a big crisis coming. And in a time of national emergency, when “men’s and women’s hearts fail them for fear of what’s coming upon the earth”, Protestant and Catholics will unite and will pressure the Government to pass laws to try to bring America back to God.  They will exchange  freedom for security, 

164. and rather than saving America, this will be the final enforcement of the Mark of the Beast. This will be the greatest masterpiece that the devil has ever pulled off in the history of Planet Earth.  And he will do it through the church and do it in the name of Christ, and this is why it will be so deceptive. 

165. Revelation 13:18   Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number [is] Six hundred threescore [and] six. 

166. His number is 666.

167. What are the letters on the Pope’s crown and what do they signify?

168. Vicarius Filii Dei which is Latin for “Vicar of the Son of God.”

169. According to a Catholic publication, The Sunday Visitor, “The official title of the Papacy is Vicarius Filii Dei or “Vicar of the Son of God.”

170.  “Vicarius Filii Dei ”
171. “…count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; …” There was a time where very person had a number based on the sum of the Roman numerals in his name. Adding up the Roman numerals in the Pope’s title, 
172. V=5  I=1  C=100  A =0
R=0  I=1  U=5
S=0  = 112  
        F=0
I=1
  L=50
I=1
I=1 = 53
      D=500
E=0  I=1  = 501



112 + 53 + 501 =  666
173. 666 Is not the mark of the beast! It is only one more identifying point that makes it clear, the Papacy is the first beast of Revelation 13.

174. When probation ends, every living person on earth will bear the seal of God in their foreheads, or they will have the mark of the beast and be forever sealed within the rebellion against Christ. Let us be determined that by God’s grace, we will bear the seal of God in our foreheads.

175. God’s people need to become intelligent in matters pertaining to the prophecies of the last days. 
176. Shall we pray…
